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OVERVIEW - PONTYPOOL

Pontypool was built around industrial wealth and has a strong claim 

to be the first ‘industrial town’ in Wales. Iron furnaces and forges 

were operating from as early as the 1400s. Between the 1700s and 

1900s Pontypool thrived as a major centre for iron and tin-plated 

“Japanware” products and a bustling town emerged. 

The town had strong links to the local Hanbury family (links which 

remain today). The family were responsible, in the 19th century, for 

creating most of the town’s important civic and religious buildings, 

as well as Pontypool Park. 

Once part of Monmouthshire, Pontypool now lies within the 

administrative are of Torfaen. It has a catchment of approximately 

40,000 people. Pontypool has lost much of its heavy industry, and 

has faced a growing challenge from the nearby “new town” of 

Cwmbran. Today, the town is known for its distinctive architectural 

heritage, its beautiful listed park, its Victorian market and a strong 

sense of community spirit.” 

Pontypool consists of 5 Medium Super Output Areas (MSOAs), 

Torfaen 002 -006, with 24 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) within 

its boundary.  

Figure 3: Folly Tower, Pontypool Park.Figure 2: Pontypool town outdoor market.

Table 1: Pontypool's 5 MSOAs 
and 24 LSOAs

Figure 1: Pontypool's MOSAs.
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KEY STATISTICS - WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT PONTYPOOL

Lower proportion of low birth-weight babies.

Higher take-up of children's immunisations in Pontypool East and South. 

Lower proportion of low birth-weight babies.

Higher take-up of children's immunisations in Pontypool East and South .

Significantly lower all cause death rate in Pontypool East.

Lower overall rates of crime and anti-social behaviour in Pontypool East and 

South, except burglary.

Significantly lower all cause death rate in Pontypool East.

Higher rate of full-time employees aged 16 to 74. 

A fifth of all jobs in are in human health and social work.

Pontypool Park is one of the largest areas of publicly available 
green space in Torfaen and supports protected species such as 

otter and white-clawed crayfish.

Good access to the Monmouthshire and Brecon canal.

At a glance - this page summarises what is good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being in Pontypool.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.

There are many established tourist attractions in Pontypool 
including Folly Tower, Pontymoile Canal Basin, Pontypool 

Museum and the Shell Grotto.
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KEY STATISTICS - WHAT IS NOT SO GOOD ABOUT PONTYPOOL

At a glance - this page summarises what is not so good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being in  Pontypool.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.

than Wales (22715).  

Nearly half of households live on lower household income (0k - 20k).

A fifth of residents are income deprived.

Lower skilled jobs in human health and social work.

Lower KS4 educational achievement.

Higher levels of people not entering higher education at age 18-19.

Higher levels of people with no qualifications.

Lower take-up of children's immunisations in Pontypool West.

Significantly higher all cause death rate in Pontypool Central.

Higher levels of residents with an inability to do day to day activities.

Higher rates of burglary and criminal damage in Pontypool Central.

Higher rates of violent crime, theft and anti-social behaviour in Pontypool West.

Higher levels of welfare benefit claimants.

A fifth of households are rented from social landlords.

Higher levels of air concentrations and emissions, particularly 
in Pontypool South.

Lower levels of Welsh speakers.
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haven't had the best start,

POPULATION

At a glance - this page tells us about the number of people living in Pontypool, the density and the age profile.

Figure 4: Percentage change of total population from 2001 - 2014,
Pontypool v Wales. [2] [3]

Figure 5: Population estimates by age cohort, Males v Females, Pontypool. [4]

Torfaen has 39,052 households; 15759 (40.4%) of which are in 

Pontypool. [15]

The overall estimated population of Pontypool has increased by 

approximately 1,000 residents from 36,000 in 2001 to 37,070 in 2014 

(+3.0%), compared to Wales (+6.2%). The largest net in-flow of 

residents has been in Panteg 4 (+1,059), whereas the largest net out-

flow has been in New Inn 3 (-209).

Pontypool has a population density of 5.64 persons per hectare, which is less dense 

than Torfaen (7.25) but more dense than Wales (1.48).

Abersychan 1 and Abersychan 4 are the most sparsely populated, being 1.05 and 1.35 

respectively (lower than the Wales average). The most densely populated area is 

Trevethin 1 having 60 persons per hectare.

The settlement of Pontypool has an estimated total population of 37,072.

Pontypool has the largest proportion of 40 to 49 

year olds (14.0%) compared to Blaenavon 

(13.7%) or Cwmbran (13.3%). It also has the 

highest proportion of 65 to 74 year olds with 

11.1%. 1 in 5 people in Trevethin are aged 0 

to 10, whereas 1 in 5 people in New Inn 3 are 

aged 65 to 74. The highest proportion of 26 to 

39 year olds are in Panteg 4 (23.0%) which 

would account for the younger families moving 

to new housing developments in that area and 

the highest net in-flow.

Figure 6: Sunnybank Road, Griffithstown.

Page  5



SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about factors that contribute to healthy lifestyles in Pontypool.

Figure 7: Health asset indicator 
percentages for Pontypool North 

(Torfaen 002) and Wales. [8]

Asset-based approaches (ABA) relate more to societal culture than to systems and processes. Improving population health requires making changes in the physical, 

social and economic circumstances of people’s lives, not merely altering individual behaviours. Similarly ABA focus on the resources that people and communities 

employ to remain well and to bounce back from adversity. 

The framework for reporting community health assets developed by Public Health Wales covers 3 broad areas of 13 classes. 

People: Overall Life Satisfaction; Health and Well-being Status; Education; Material and Financial Well-being. 

Community: Family Cohesion and Relationships; Social Networks; Effective Services; Neighbourhood Satisfaction. 

Structure: Buoyant Economy; Open Environment; Built Environment; Transport and Accessibility; Corporate Health. [40]

Community assets across the structural domain indicators used here are common across the North of the Borough along with community indicators to a lesser degree. However, the 

people asset indicators related to socio-economic conditions in certain areas of the settlement are relatively poor as the charts below show for Pontypool North and Central.

Figure 8: Health asset indicator 
percentages for Pontypool Central 

(Torfaen 003) and Wales. [8]
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SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about birth rates, birth weights and immunisation rates.

Figure 9: Live birth rate (3 yr rolling average), Pontypool MSOAs v Wales. [10]

Figure 10: Uptake of child immunisations in Pontypool (2013/14), Pontypool v 
Wales. [9]

Immunisation rates (2013/14)

The uptake rate for children’s immunisations in Pontypool North, East 

and South is higher than Wales for all immunisation types and 

ages. However, Pontypool Central and West fall below Wales for 

children at age 5.

Live births (2012-14)

The live birth rates for Pontypool Central, West and North residents (14.4, 13.1 and 12.8 

respectively) are higher than Wales (11.1). Pontypool East is significantly lower at 6.2.  

Pontypool South follows the Wales trend.

Low birthweight babies (2011-15)

Pontypool North has the lowest published rate of low weight singleton births per 1,000 

population (63.5); lower than Torfaen (65.7) and Wales (68.2) based on a 5 year 

rolling average. This is defined as live single births whose weight is under 2500 grams 

(2.5 kg).  Pontypool East is probably the lowest but the figures are not disclosed due 

to small numbers.  Pontypool Central is considerably higher (99.4). 
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SOCIAL - HEALTH  PART 3

At a glance - this page tells us about the health of people living in Pontypool life limiting illnesses and death rate.

Figure 11: All cause death rate (3 year rolling average), Pontypool v Wales. [11]

Figure 12: General health / unpaid care, Pontypool v Wales. [12]

Limiting long-term illnesses (2014)

A high proportion of residents have a limiting long-term illness – a 

rate of 25,010 per 100,000 population. This is a higher than Torfaen 

(24,580), considerably higher than Wales (22,715). Within Pontypool, 

Trevethin 1 is the highest (35,688) and New Inn 4 is the lowest 

(17,315).

All cause death rate (2012-14)

The all cause death rate in Pontypool (1090 per 100,000 population) is higher than 

Torfaen (1079) and Wales (1037). Trevethin 1 is the highest LSOA with a rate of 1672, 

being one of the top 5 in Torfaen. New Inn 3 is polar opposite with the lowest LSOA 

rate of 680.

A higher proportion of residents in Pontypool are limited a lot in daily activities (13.8%) 

compared to Wales (11.9%). The highest LSOA is Abersychan (21.1%). This is 

reinforced by higher self-reporting of bad or very bad health being 9.0% compared to 

Wales’ 7.6%; St Cadocs & Penygarn is the highest LSOA (13.2%). Pontypool is higher 

than Wales’ average in terms of proportions of residents that provide unpaid care 

(13.1% and 12.1% respectively); New Inn 3 is the highest (16.2%).
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SOCIAL - COMMUNITY SAFETY

At a glance - this page tells us about community safety in Pontypool.

Figure 13: Community safety, Pontypool v Wales. [13]

Community safety (2014)

Pontypool LSOA is ranked 30 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales, which puts it 

in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales for community safety, 

alongside Brynwern (146) and Trevethin 1 (148).

Violent crime (2014)

Police recorded violent crime in Pontypool West is 1.95 per 100, which 

is a considerably higher than Torfaen (1.39) and Wales (1.28); Pontypool LSOA is much 

higher again at 4.44. Pontypool East is the lowest MSOA at 0.56. Abersychan 3 is the 

lowest LSOA (0.49).

Theft (2014)

Police recorded theft in Pontypool West is 0.97 per 100, which is higher than Torfaen (0.73) 

and Wales (0.64). Pontypool LSOA is considerably higher at 1.47, whereas Panteg 4 is 

lower at 0.38.

Criminal damage (2014)

Police recorded criminal damage in Pontypool Central is 1.71 per 100, higher than Torfaen 

(1.20) and Wales (1.03). Pontypool LSOA is considerably higher at 2.94, whereas 

Abersychan 3 is lower at 0.44.

Anti-social behaviour (2014)

The anti-social behaviour rate in Pontypool West is 7.53 per 100, higher than Torfaen 

(4.83) and Wales (3.25). Pontypool LSOA is the main area of incidents with a rate of 

14.92.

Burglary (2014)

The police recorded burglary rate in Pontypool Central is 2.49 per 100, which is higher than 

Torfaen (2.06) and Wales (1.43). However, Abersychan 5 LSOA has a higher rate of 3.72, 

whereas Abersychan 1 is lower at 1.05.
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SOCIAL - HOUSEHOLD INCOME

At a glance - this page tells us about households in poverty, benefit claimants and household income.

Figure 15: Percentage of households by income band, Pontypool v Wales. [15]

Figure 14: Benefit claimants, Pontypool v Wales. [14]

Households in poverty (2015)

37.6% of households are classed as ‘in poverty’, higher than Torfaen 

36.8% and Wales 34.5%. ‘In poverty’ households are defined as those 

whose household income is less than 60% of GB median income.

Benefit claimants – Total claimants (2011)

Nearly a fifth of Pontypool residents are claiming some form of welfare benefit (17.9%), 

which is higher than Torfaen (17.1%) and Wales (15.2%). Pontypool Central is the 

highest MSOA (25.9%), whereas Pontypool East is the lowest (10.8%). There is further 

significant inequality at LSOA where Trevethin 1 is the highest in Torfaen at 35.5%, and 

the lowest is New Inn 3 at 5.4.

Household income (2015)

Pontypool has a higher percentage (45.0%) of households in lower income bands (£0 -

£20,000) compared to other parts of Torfaen, but fewer households (14.9%)in the 

higher income bands (£35,000 – 50,000). Pontypool Central MSOA has the highest 

proportion of low income households (54.7%), and within that area Trevethin 1 LSOA is 

61.9%.

Income deprivation (2015)

A high proportion of the population in Pontypool are classed as Income Deprived 

(18%), which is equivalent to Torfaen (18%), but higher than Wales (16%).

Trevethin 1 LSOA is the highest in Pontypool and Torfaen with 42% of its residents in 

that category, with the main concentrations of income deprivation being with 

residents aged 0 to 4 (74%) and 5 to 9 (71%).
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION PONTYPOOL NORTH

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Pontypool North.

Figure 16: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks,

Pontypool North. [16]

Table 2: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool North. [17]

MSOA-Name LSOA-Name WIMD Income Employment Health Education

Access to 

Services

Community 

Safety

Physical 

Environment Housing

Torfaen002 Abersychan 1 282 335 200 237 345 450 1002 1632 523

Torfaen002 Abersychan 2 199 135 220 208 225 1083 342 718 965

Torfaen002 Abersychan 3 1304 1111 970 875 1205 1282 1432 1474 1349

Torfaen002 Abersychan 4 413 434 276 592 314 962 530 1230 743

Torfaen002 Abersychan 5 853 804 736 664 747 1519 332 1215 1506

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 - PONTYPOOL

Overall deprivation (2014)

Abersychan 2 is the most deprived LSOA in Pontypool North ranked 199, whereas 

Abersychan 3 is in the 50% least deprived in Wales, ranked 1304.

Income (2014)

Abersychan  2 is ranked 135 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Employment (2014)

Abersycan 1, 2 and 4 are in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Health (2014)

Abersychan 1 and 2 are in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Education (2014)

Abersychan 1, 2 and 4 are in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Community safety (2014)

Abersycna 2 and 5 are in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION PONTYPOOL CENTRAL

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Pontypool Central.

Table 3: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool Central. [17]

Figure 17: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks,

Pontypool Central. [16]

MSOA-Name LSOA-Name WIMD Income Employment Health Education

Access to 

Services

Community 

Safety

Physical 

Environment Housing

Torfaen003 St. Cadocs and Penygarn 314 228 293 414 277 770 560 1812 575

Torfaen003 Snatchwood 364 390 172 360 640 1477 405 543 826

Torfaen003 Trevethin 1 35 31 38 22 39 1324 148 1771 665

Torfaen003 Trevethin 2 402 384 376 351 440 1212 288 1006 465

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 - PONTYPOOL

Overall deprivation (2014)

Trevethin 1 is the most deprived LSOA in Pontypool Central and in Torfaen, ranked 35th 

most deprived area in Wales.

Income (2014)

Trevethin 1 is ranked 31 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Employment (2014)

Trevethin 1 and Snatchwood are in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales, ranked 38 and 

172 respectively.

Health (2014)

Trevethin 1 is ranked 22 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Education (2014)

Trevethin 1 is ranked 39 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Community safety (2014)

Trevethin 1 is ranked 148 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION PONTYPOOL WEST

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Pontypool West.

Figure 18: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool West. [16]

Table 4: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool West. [17]

MSOA-Name LSOA-Name WIMD Income Employment Health Education

Access to 

Services

Community 

Safety

Physical 

Environment Housing

Torfaen004 Brynwern 441 520 424 422 361 1568 146 1419 313

Torfaen004 Cwmynyscoy 242 323 235 512 182 406 468 905 190

Torfaen004 Pontnewynydd 753 752 792 458 752 809 626 1441 819

Torfaen004 Pontypool 641 719 509 899 712 1531 30 551 960

Torfaen004 Wainfelin 1 1377 1263 1124 1036 1003 1736 751 1341 1288

Torfaen004 Wainfelin 2 665 940 673 501 713 407 1070 1447 232

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 - PONTYPOOL

Overall deprivation (2014)

Wainfelin is the least deprived LSOA in Pontypool West, ranked 1377.

Education (2014)

Cymynyscoy is ranked 182 which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Community safety (2014)

Pontypool and Brynwern are in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales, ranked 30 and 146 

respectively.

Housing (2014)

Cwmynyscoy is ranked 190 which outs it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.  This 

relatively high rank in the housing domain for would infer there are low housing related 

deprivation issues. As there are only two indicators in this domain (overcrowding and 

whether a house has central heating or not) this shouldn't be taken at face value. The 

data does not take into account a family’s ability to pay for heating their home, nor does it 

include any statistics concerning housing standards e.g. SAP ratings. The ‘light touch’ on 

indicators used for this domain is reflected in the low weighting of this domain as 5% of 

the overall WIMD index. 
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION PONTYPOOL EAST

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Pontypool East.

Figure 19: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool East. [16]

MSOA-Name LSOA-Name WIMD Income Employment Health Education

Access to 

Services

Community 

Safety

Physical 

Environment Housing

Torfaen005 New Inn 1 1008 975 1004 1070 950 696 745 738 839

Torfaen005 New Inn 2 1006 950 857 867 934 1170 940 687 1119

Torfaen005 New Inn 3 1836 1827 1682 1801 1757 1099 1791 911 1818

Torfaen005 New Inn 4 1754 1784 1544 1747 1570 1092 1583 672 1879

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 - PONTYPOOL

Table 5: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool East. [17]

Overall deprivation (2014)

All LSOAs in Pontypool East have low overall relative deprivation with the 

highest ranking being New Inn 2 with a rank of 950 which is only just 

within the 30-50% most deprived areas in Wales.  All other LSOAs are in 

the 50% least deprived in Wales with New Inn 3 ranked 1836 out of 1909 

LSOAs in Wales.
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION PONTYPOOL SOUTH

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Pontypool South.

Overall deprivation

Income

Employment

Health

EducationAccess to Services

Community Safety

Physical Environment

Housing

Panteg 1 Panteg 2 Panteg 3 Panteg 4 Panteg 5

Most
deprived 
in Wales

Least
deprived 
in Wales

Figure 20: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool South. [16]

Table 6: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Pontypool South. [17]

MSOA-Name LSOA-Name WIMD Income Employment Health Education

Access to 

Services

Community 

Safety

Physical 

Environment Housing

Torfaen006 Panteg 1 1529 1515 1172 906 1450 1755 994 794 1653

Torfaen006 Panteg 2 1223 1098 1111 1060 1139 1711 716 563 624

Torfaen006 Panteg 3 399 397 327 305 673 316 1197 722 1443

Torfaen006 Panteg 4 1467 1507 1377 991 1554 961 1179 384 1329

Torfaen006 Panteg 5 1604 1505 1324 1261 1347 1018 1172 1642 1718

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2014 - PONTYPOOL

Overall deprivation (2014)

Panteg 3 is the most deprived LSOA in Pontypool South, ranked 399, putting it in the 20-

30% most deprived areas in Wales.  All other LSOAs in Pontypool South are in the 50% 

least deprived category, with Panteg 5 being in that category for all WIMD domains.

Employment (2014)

Panteg 3 is ranked 327 which puts it in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Health (2014)

Panteg 3 is ranked 305 which puts it in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Access to services (2014)

Panteg 3 is ranked 316 which puts it in the 10-20% most deprived areas in Wales.

Page 15



SOCIAL - HOUSING PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about council tax bands and tenure.

Council tax band (2011)

Just under half of the housing in Blaenavon (48.5%) is rated as council tax

band A or B, the lowest valued housing category.  This can hide the inequality 

that exists with smaller areas of Pontypool where two thirds (65.3%) in 

Pontypool Central are in this category.   Pontypool East is quite different and 

where some of the higher value properties are located in Torfaen.

Figure 21: Properties by Council tax band, Pontypool v Wales. [18]

Tenure (2011)

A third of housing in Pontypool are owned outright (33.5%), equivalent to Wales. This

is particularly high in Pontypool East (43.4%). A fifth of housing are rented from the

Local Authority or RSL (21.8%), considerably higher than Wales (16.1%). This is 38.3%

in Pontypool Central, and 60.4% in Trevethin 1 within that MSOA.

Figure 22: Households by tenure, Pontypool v Wales. [19]
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SOCIAL - HOUSING PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about household composition and occupancy.

Figure 23: Occupancy rating (bedroom) -1 or lower, Pontypool v 

Wales. [20]

Figure 24: Household composition, Pontypool v Wales. [21]

Household composition (2011)

Pontypool has a higher proportion of  lone family households with or without 

dependent children (35.2%).  The highest proportion of those families with no 

children is in Pontypool East (15.8%), whereas those with dependent children 

is highest in Pontypool South (16.1%).

Occupancy (2011)

Overcrowding in Pontypool overall is on a par with Wales, however, there is a

significantly higher proportion of overcrowding in private rented or living rent 

free households in Pontypool Central (7.2%), particularly Brynwern (12.2%).
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SOCIAL - ACCESS TO SERVICES

At a glance - this page tells us about access to services in Pontypool.

Access to services – WIMD (2014)

Panteg 1 LSOA is the least deprived LSOA in Pontypool in relation to 

access to services, ranked 1755 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales, which puts 

it in the 50% least deprived areas in Wales.

Public travel time to a food shop (2014)

Residents of Pontypool can travel to a food shop via public transport in 9 minutes on 

average, equal to the time for Torfaen, but lower than the time for Wales (19 mins). 

Abersychan 1 and New Inn 3 have the longest travel time of the LSOAs in Pontypool at 16

minutes, while the shortest time is 2 minutes in Brynwern.

Public travel time to a primary school (2014)

On average, people living in Pontypool can travel to a primary school via public transport in 

12 minutes, which is more than the Torfaen (11 mins) and Wales (16 mins) times.  

However, residents of Wainfelin 2 LSOA take on average 21 minutes, which is the longest 

travel time in Torfaen.

Public travel time to a post office (2014)

Residents of Cwmbran will take on average 14 minutes to reach a post office by public 

transport, which is higher that Torfaen (13 mins), and less time than Wales (20 mins).  

However, residents of Wainfelin 2 and Panteg 3 LSOAs take on average 25 minutes, which 

is one of the top 5 travel times in Torfaen for this service.

Public travel time to a public library (2014)

A Cwmbran resident will take on average 28 minutes to reach a public library by public 

transport, longer than the time for Torfaen (27 mins), but less than the Wales value (35 

mins). Residents in the Abersychan 1 LSOA will take the longest time in Torfaen, on

average 39 minutes.

Public travel time to pharmacy (2014)

A resident of Cwmbran would take on average 13 minutes to travel to a pharmacy by public 

transport, less than Torfaen (14 mins) and considerably shorter than Wales (27 mins).  

Across Cwmbran LSOAs this ranges from 6 minutes in Trevethin 1 to 26 minutes in the 

Panteg 3 LSOA.

Private travel time to petrol station (2014)

Residents of Pontypool take on average 5 minutes to drive to a petrol station the 

same time as Torfaen and Wales. The longest journey time across Pontypool is 10 

minutes for the Abersychan 1 LSOA.

Figure 25: Location of local services in Pontypool.
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ECONOMY - GENERAL PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about employment areas and energy infrastructure in Pontypool.

Energy Infrastructure

Ground source heat

Monitoring carried out in the area by Cardiff University, 

Geoenvironmental Research Centre through the Seren Project has 

identified the potential for generating energy from mine water in 

Absersychan. Temperature and flow data collected over a 12 

month period has been collected from a site in Absersychan and 

identifies a potential 1.6-2.04 MW of heat power. Ground source 

heating is a low carbon source of energy that can be used for 

district heating for local homes or businesses [42].

Hydro power 

Studies have also shown the potential for generating 

energy using hydro power in the Pontypool area. 

There are a number of key employment sites in Pontypool including:

North Pontypool Industrial Park
Situated just north of Pontypool at Pontnewynydd a medium sized industrial estate constructed in the mid 

1970’s consisting of light industrial accommodation. 

Pavilion Industrial Estate

A small development of both single and two storey units constructed in the early 1990’s and providing light 
industrial space. Set in Pontnewynydd, one mile north of Pontypool town centre.

Pontnewynydd Small Business Centre

A medium sized industrial estate constructed in the late 1980’s of high quality industrial workspace. The 
estate is situated just north of Pontypool at Pontnewynydd. 

Mamhilad Industrial Estate 
A 9.3 hectare development site, ready for industrial and office development. Set in a picturesque, rural 

location north east of Pontypool towards Abergavenny, it is some 15 minutes north from the M4 on the 
A4042.

Uskvale Business Park 

Located opposite Mamhilad Industrial Estate and with direct access from the A4042 road, this prestige 
development site totals 8.9 hectares (22 acres) and offers a prominent location ready for development by 

blue chip industrial or commercial users.

Lower Mill 
A landscaped and level site, one mile south of Pontypool town centre, Lower Mill is located at the junction 

of the A472 and A4042 roads. 

South Pontypool

An estate of small and medium sized modern industrial units, South Pontypool houses a number of light 
and medium manufacturing and distribution companies. The estate is situated close to the Polo Grounds 

Industrial Estate with the Afon Lwyd separating the two estates.

Polo Grounds 
An established estate located at New Inn to the south east of Pontypool, the M4 is within 12-15 minutes on 

the A4042 road. The Afon Lwyd runs alongside the estate with wooded vegetation corridor on both sides.

Panteg Industrial Estate

A small modern light industrial site comprising 15 units. It is located to the west of the A4042 opposite 
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ECONOMY - ECONOMIC ACTIVTY

At a glance - this page tells us about the economic activity of residents in Pontypool.

Figure 26: Economic activity of Pontypool residents, Pontypool v 

Wales. [22]

Figure 27: Economic activity of Pontypool residents aged 75 and 
over, Pontypool v Wales. [23]

Economic activity (2011)

The chart below shows there is a higher proportion of residents in full-time 

employment in Pontypool (37.9%), compared to Wales, with the highest level 

in Pontypool South (43.8%).  In employment rates are low in Pontypool 

Central (51.9%) and in particular Trevethin 1 (45.5%).

3.4% of Trevethin 1 residents aged 16-24 are unemployed, considerably 

higher than Wales.

There is a considerably lower proportion of residents who are working part-time aged 

75 and over (15.0%) compared to Wales (21.5%).  However, 5.0% are still in full-

time employment, higher than Wales (3.7%).
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ECONOMY - TYPES OF EMPLOYMENT

At a glance - this page tells us about the industries residents are employed in and their types of employment.

Figure 28: Resident industry of employment, Pontypool v Wales. [24]

Resident industry of employment (2011)

The chart below show that 14.1% of 16-74 year old residents of 

Pontypool in employment work in manufacturing which is higher than 

Wales (10.5%).  These employment sites are not confined to 

Socio-economic classification (2011)

There are higher proportions of residents in Pontypool with a lower socio-economic status 

i.e. lower supervisory, semi-routine and routine occupations (44.7%) compared to Wales 

(36.9%).   However, higher proportions residents in Pontypool East have higher status jobs.

Figure 29: Socio-economic classification of Pontypool residents, 

Pontypool v Wales. [25]
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ECONOMY - INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT

At a glance - this page tells us about the employment industies based in Pontypool and the maximum qualifications their workforce have.

Figure 30: Workplace employment by industry, Pontypool v Wales. [26]

Figure 31: Highest qualification by industry - workplace, Pontypool 

v Wales. [27]

Industry of employment (2011)

The largest industry of employment in Pontypool is human health and social work 

(18.6%), and Pontypool South within that (29.6%) being twice that of Wales.  

However, Pontypool  North has a different workforce with the main employemnt 

type of residents being Education (23.6%).

Highest qualification by industry (2011)

There are higher levels of skilled residents in Pontypool with Level 4+ qualifications 

(46.3%) working in public administration, than Wales.
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ECONOMY - QUALIFICATIONS

At a glance - this page tells us about the qualifications and skills of people living in Pontypool.

Figure 32: Educational achievement, absenteeism and not entering 

higher education, Pontypool v Wales. [28]

Figure 33: Highest level of qualification, Pontypool v Wales. [29]

Repeat school absenteeism (2015)

Repeat absenteeism of school pupils in Pontypool is 8.0%, being higher 

than Torfaen (7.7%) but lower than Wales (8.2%).  Pontypool central

has 12.4% repeat absenteeism, and Cymynyscoy is much higher at

22.1%.  The lowest LSOA in Pontypool is Panteg 4 at 1.9%.

Pupils not entering Higher Education aged 18-19 (2014)

75.2% of pupils in Pontypool do not enter higher education aged 18 to

19, which is higher than Torfaen (74%) and Wales (69%).  This is 87.0% in Pontypool 

Central, peaking at 92% in Abersychan 4.

No qualifications (2014)

29.8% of Pontypool residents aged 25 to 64 have no qualifications, 

which is higher than Torfaen (21.7%) and Wales (19.4%).  Pontypool 

Central is higher at 38.0%, with St. Cadocs and Penygarn peaking at 

with 43.2%.

Highest level of qualification level 4 or above (2011)

20.4% of Pontypool residents have their highest qualification at level 4 or above, which is 

lower than Wales (24.5%).  Pontypool East is higher at 28.6%, whereas Pontypool Central 

is lower at 13.3%.  New Inn 4 is the highest LSOA at 34.2%, and the lowest is Trevethin 1 

at 8.9%.
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ECONOMY - TRANSPORT PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about the transport links to the town.

A4043 Snatchwood Road to Pontypool

A continuation of the A4043 from Blaenavon, it has its urban 30 mph 

restriction with the expected series of minor side 

junctions, some car parks and 

pedestrian crossings. It can be 

affected by intermittent kerbside 

parking but is of a good standard with 

free-flow travel in normal conditions. With 24,000 

vehicles per day however, capacity issues are prominent 

during peak travel times, and very evident when 

travelling through Pontnewynydd.

B4246 Varteg to Abersychan

The B4246 continues through the contiguous villages of Garndiffaith, Varteg and 

Talywain. It is subject to a 30mph restriction, is typically urban in character and 

will form the main connective route for any development 

at The British. Its lower sections, entering Abersychan 

are somewhat constrained by topography as the road 

is sandwiched between retaining walls near Devon Place. 

The magnitude of these structures will be evident in 

any British Development – orientated access 

improvement. Typically, 5,900 vehicles are carried in a 

day.

B4246 Abersychan to Pontypool

Running parallel to the A4043 Snatchwood Road above, Freeholdland Road is a corridor 

residential minor distributor road of older design and construction, and subject to 

intermittent kerbside parking. No volume data is available, but it is comparatively lightly 

trafficked.

A4043 at Pontypool 

Its speed restriction varies between 30 and 40 mph, 

as it carries approximately 28,000 vehicles in an average 

day through the town and onto the A472, and the 

A4042T to Newport & Abergavenny. Traffic conditions and 

queues can be quite evident at peak times of the day, 

although being of more modern design this section is less 

stressed than the Pontnewydd section less than half a kilometre to the north.

A472 Pontypool to Crumlin

An inter-urban clearway constructed to modern 

standardson, with good street lighting; accordingly it is

level and with few meanders giving good visibility, 

journey times and capacity to the Caerphilly County 

Borough boundary and the western valleys and beyond. 

It links eastward with the A4042T trunk Road which is 

the major regional distributor road and is one of few 

quality East-West links in central Torfaen and used by typically 19,000 vehicles in an 

average day.

A4042T Newport-Shrewsbury Trunk Road

The main dual carriageway regional distributor. It skirts 

the south east of Pontypool giving good access for 

goods, services and people, linking speedily to 

Cwmbran, Newport and the M4 corridor and the site of a 

potential Serious and Critical Care Centre in Llanfrechfa 

in the south, and northwards to Abergavenny, the Heads 

of the Valleys, mid Wales and the Marches and beyond. 

It is estimated as many as 35,000 vehicles per day may be typical. 

The national speed limit of 70mph applies

South East Pontypool – Griffithstown & Sebastopol

Subject to a 30mph speed restriction, intermittent on street parking and typical mix of 
road junctions, parks retail and other facilities. A typical residential suburb being served 

by the Stagecoach X24 flagship bus service, with easy connections into Cwmbran, and 
Pontypool. 

South West Pontypool – New Inn

New Inn is bisected by this contiguous 30mph restricted 

road, which has intermittent on street parking and 

prohibition of parking restrictions.The council is working 

with the emerging Cardiff ‘Capital City Region’ to explore

station expansion; however some site constraints exist

from the A4042 T trunk road. The adjacent 

Monmouthshire & Brecon canal and its towpath provide 

some walking and cycling connectivity, notably to the scenic 

Pontymoel Basin and wharf. 

Figure 34: A4043.

Figure 35: B4246. 

Figure 36: A472.

Figure 37: A472.

Figure 38: A4042T.

Figure 39: The
Highway, New Inn.
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ECONOMY - TRANSPORT

At a glance - this page tells us about where and how people living in Pontypool travel to work and the transport links to the town.

Figure 40: Workplace destination of Torfaen residents. [30]

Figure 41: Method to travel to work. [30]

Method of travel to work – Driving a car or van (2011)

44.8% of the working population of Pontypool drive a car or van as              

transport to get to their workplace, being higher than Wales (40.9%).  

Pontypool South is higher at 50.3%, with Panteg 4 at 58.3%.  Pontypool Central 

is the lowest MSOA at 37.6%, with Trevethin 1 at 27.6%,

Method of travel to work – No access to a car or van (2011)

A higher proportion of Pontypool residents in employment have access to a car or van as transport 

to their workplace (84.3%), than Torfaen (83.1%) and Wales (83.3%).   Pontypool East is higher 

at 91.4%, and within that 95.7% in New Inn 4.  34.2% of residents in Trevethin 1 have no access.

Workplace destination of residents (2011)

4177 (30.2%) people living in Pontypool also work in Pontypool, 223 (1.6%) work in 

Blaenavon, 3541 (25.6%) in Cwmbran, 1964 (14.2%) in Newport, 708 (5.1%) in 

Cardiff and 3204 (23.2%) elsewhere. 370 people from Blaenavon travel to Pontypool to 

work and 1876 from Cwmbran.

Public transport

The nearest railway station is New Inn & Pontypool, located an estimated 30 

minute walk from the town centre. It should be noted that not all trains stop at 

this station, so residents may have to travel to Cwmbran or Abergavenny to 

access certain trains. Pontypool acts as a bus transport hub for the north, with 

good links to Cwmbran and Newport. 
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ENVIRONMENT - OPEN GREEN SPACE

At a glance - this page tells us about the environment in Pontypool and its distinct landscape

The mid Torfaen town of Pontypool sits at an ecological junction 

between the upland habitats that command the natural environment to 

the north with the predominantly lowland agricultural landscape to the 

south and east Once again the Afon Lwyd represents one of the main 

natural features of Pontypool. Where the river runs adjacent to 

Pontypool Park this forms the largest area of publicly accessible green 

space in the town. Here the parkland is valued by local people 

and visitors like for its range of veteran trees and woodland walks. The park 

also supports protected species such as otter, white-clawed crayfish along with 

a nearby regionally important lesser horseshoe bat roost. On the southern 

fringe of the town the former limestone quarry at Cwmynyscoy is now a Local 

Nature Reserve managed by the local authority for the benefit of people and 

wildlife. Here too the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal can be found, this man 

made waterway skirts Pontypool before continuing into rural Monmouthshire and

the Brecon Beacons National Park. Several semi-improved species rich grassland 

habitats also occur within and between the urban communities of Pontypool. 

Figure 44 shows the extent of Pontypool's public rights of way and open access 

land.

Figure 44: Recreation, access and tourism in 

Pontypool. [31]

Figure 42: Pontypool Park.

Figure 43: The Grotto, 

Pontypool Park.
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ENVIRONMENT - FLOOD RISK & AIR EMISSIONS

At a glance - this page tells us about flood risk and air emissions. 

Figure 46: Physical environment indicators, Pontypool v Wales. [34]

Figure 45: Risk from fluvial flooding in Pontypool. [31]

Air concentrations and air emissions (2014)
Pontypool has lower than average scores overall for air concentration 

and air emissions. 

Flood risk (2014)
Flood risk (river) is the same as the Wales average (score of 44).

The flood zones shown in Figure 45 show the probability or likelihood of fluvial 
(river) flooding in Pontypool. Flood Zone 3 areas are shaded blue and have a high 

probability of flooding (have a greater than 1% probability of flooding in any year.
Areas shaded turquoise are in Flood Zone 2 and have a medium probability of 

flooding (have a 1% – 0.1% annual probability of flooding in any year) [34]. 
The communities most at risk of flooding should a fluvial flooding event occur are 

also shown in Figure 45.

Surface water flooding
Information about surface water flooding can be found in section 

2.4.6 of the main assessment (Part 1). 

Page 27



CULTURE- PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about where people living in Pontypool were born, their ethnicity and their religion.

Ethnicity (2011)

98.72% of residents are of a White ethnicity, with 97.76% being White

British. Pontypool has a gypsy/traveller community based in

Cymynyscoy. Census 2011 estimated just over 100 residents in

Pontypool being of gypsy or Irish traveller ethnicity, however this is

likely to be under-estimated. There are less than 500 people who are of

non-White ethnicity.

Table 2: Percentage of population - country by birth, Pontypool v Wales. [5]

Born in Wales

Born in UK outside 

Wales

Born in other EU 

countries

Born outside 

EU

Pontypool 87.2 10.9 0.8 1.1

Wales 72.7 21.9 2.2 3.3

Figure 48: Ethnicity of non-White British residents, Pontypool v Wales. [7]

Figure 47: Religion - non-Christian, Pontypool v Wales. [6]

Country of birth (2011)

87.2% of residents in Pontypool were born in Wales, which is higher 

than Torfaen (85.1%) and Wales (72.7%). This is consistently high 

across all LSOAs in Pontypool. The majority of the remainder of 

residents were born in UK outside Wales. Only 1.9% of residents were 

born outside the UK.

Religion (2011)

Just over half of Pontypool residents (55.4%) have a Christian based religious faith, being 

equal to Torfaen, but less than Wales (57.56%). Only 0.8% of residents have a non-

Christian faith. 36.0% of residents have no religious faith.
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CULTURE - PART 2

At a glance - This page tells us about culture and Welsh language in Pontypool.

Figure 49: Welsh language skills, Pontypool. [35]

Cultural well-being encompasses areas such as customs, shared beliefs, 
behaviours and identity. Information which might be useful in assessing 

the cultural well-being of an area might include measures around 
heritage, language and traditions, and involvement in recreational, 

creative and cultural activities.

Welsh language (2011)

9.3% of residents in Blaenavon can speak Welsh equivalent to half of 

the Welsh average (19%). The highest is in Pontypool North (11.4%),
particularly Abersychan 2 (13.2%).  The lowest is in Pontypool East 

(8.6%) particularly in New Inn 3 (7.1%). 6.7% of Blaenavon residents 
can speak, read and write Welsh, again about half of that of Wales 

(14.6%).

Tourism

There are many established tourist attractions:

 Folly Tower,

 Llandegfedd Reservoir,

 Pontymoile Canal Basin,

 Pontypool Active Living Centre,

 Pontypool Golf Club,

 Pontypool Market,

 Pontypool Museum,

 Pontypool Park,

 Pontypool RFC,

 Pontypool Ski Centre,

 Shell Grotto.

Figure 50: Folly Tower, Pontypool Park.
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SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

At a glance - this page provides us with a summary of what people living in Pontypool think about well-being in their community.

Pontypool – Overwhelmingly people living in 

Pontypool see safety as being important to the 

future of their community. They too want clean 

and tidy communities where people take a pride 

in their area. People would also like to see more 

cohesive communities where everyone gets 

along and there is intergenerational respect and 

more involvement in local activities.

The Torfaen Well-Being Questionnaire was circulated late summer/early autumn of 2016 and 570 returns from Pontypool residents were 

recieved. The survey sought views of residents in Torfaen on 4 questions to help us understand what people believe is good in their

communities and what they want the future to look like. This section provides a summary of the top comments. the 4 questions were:

What’s good about your community?
What’s not so good about your community?

What one thing would you change about your community to make it a better place?
What do you want the future of your community to be?

Figure 51: Summary of what residents say is good or not good about Pontypool.

MSOA 

What’s good 

about your 

community? 

What’s not so 

good about 

your 

community? 

What one 

thing would 

you change 

about your 

community to 

make it a 

better place? 

What do you 

want the 

future of your 

community to 

be? 

Pontypool 

(Whole) 

Green Spaces 

(107) 
ASB (107) 

Better 

maintenance of 

public areas 

(88) 

Community 

Spirit (121) 

 
Neighbourliness 

(104) 

Maintenance of 

public areas 

(104) 

Social Activities 

(54) 

Community 

Safety (94) 

 
Public amenities 

(102) 
Littering (101) 

Waste 

Management 

(46) 

Better 

maintenance of 

public areas 

(75) 

 

Table 7: Top three responses per question from people living 
in Pontypool.

150 100 50 0 50 100 150

Anti-Social Behaviour
Attractions
Burglaries

Community safety
Community Spirit

Cycle Routes/Pathways
Deprivation

Dog/Cat fouling
Drug abuse

Ease of access to services
Education

Employment
Friends

Green Spaces
Health

Heritage
Housing standards
Lack of investment

Leisure Facilities
Littering

Local School
Location

Maintenance of public areas
Neighbourliness

No Anti-Social Behaviour
Noise Levels

Parenting
Parking

Pest Control
Policing

Public amenities
Public Transport

Quiet
Regeneration

Smokers
Social Activities
Street Lighting

Support for the elderly
Support from public services

Traffic Management
Waste Management

Youth Club

What residents say is good or not so good about Pontypool

What's not so good What's good
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