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OVERVIEW - BLAENAVON

The World Heritage Site town of Blaenavon is the furthest north in 

the borough and has an estimated population of 6057.

Blaenavon consists of one Medium Super Output Area (MSOA), 

Torfaen 001, with four (Lower Super Output Areas) LSOAs within its 

boundary, Blaenavon 1 to Blaenavon 4.  

Established to exploit the non-renewable coal and iron resources in 

the area, as those industries declined over the last 100 years so did 

the prosperity of the town. 

The town is now famous for the Big Pit coal mining museum and

Europe’s best preserved 18th century ironworks.  The World Heritage 

Site attracts approximately 488200 visitors a year. [1]

The area is also well known for its natural environment that is 

strongly influenced by its industrial heritage. The distinctive 

landscape of coal tips and ponds are now a significant ecological 

resource supporting a range of notable species.

Figure 2: World Heritage Day. Figure 3: Keepers Pond. Figure 4: World Heritage Centre.

Figure 1: Blaenavon
MSOA and its LSOAs. [3]

Table 1: Blaenavon's 1 MSOA 
and 4 LSOAs. [2]
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WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT BLAENAVON

Three quarters of residents have good or very good health.

Housing is more affordable.

Two thirds of households are owned outright or with a 

mortgage. Two thirds of households are owned outright or with 

A World Heritage Site attracting nearly half a million visitors a 

year.

Higher levels of full-time employed residents.

Nearly a fifth of working residents are employed in 

manufacturing.

499 people living in Blaenavon also work in Blaenavon.

Landscape is a significant ecological resource supporting a 

range of notable species.

Blaenavon's peatland is recognised as a Special Landscape 

Area designation.

Heritage Site attracting nearly half a million visitors a year

Lower levels of air concentrations and emissions.

There is potential for energy generation from mine water and 

hydro.

The habitats in the north of the borough have an important 

role in managing the speed and movement of water down the 

valley and ultimately can reduce flood risk – Waun Afon Bog 

At a glance - this page summarises what is good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being in Blaenavon.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.
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At a glance - this page summarises what is not so good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being in Blaenavon.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.

WHAT IS NOT SO GOOD ABOUT BLAENAVON

Lower life expectancy. Lower life expectancy

Higher proportion of low birth-weight babies. Higher 

proportion of low birth-weight babies

Higher proportion of residents with limiting long-term illness.

Higher proportion of residents with limiting long-term illness

All cause death rate significantly higher. All cause death rate 

significantly higher

Anti-social behaviour significantly higher. Anti-social 

behaviour significantly higher

Nearly half of households in poverty.ly half of households in 

poverty

A fifth of residents claiming some form of welfare benefit. A 

fifth of residents claiming some form of welfare benefit

Over half of households live on lower household income (0k -

20k). Over half of households live on lower household 

income (0k - 20k)

A fifth of residents are income deprived. A fifth of residents 

are income deprived

85% of households are in the lowest council tax bands A and 

B. 85% of households are in the lowest council tax bands A 

and B

Over a quarter of households are rented from social 

landlords. Ove

r a quartare rented from social landlords

A higher proportion of one person households. A higher 

proportion of one person households

A higher proportion of households are classed as ‘in poverty’, 

much higher than Torfaen and Wales 34.5%. 

Energy infrastructure is at capacity and would require 

significant investment for improvement. Energy infrastructure 

is at capacity and would require significant pr

Higher levels of unemployed residents aged 16-24 or long-term 

unemployed.Higher levels of unemployed residents aged 16-24 

or long-term unemployed

Higher levels of lower socio-economic jobs (lower supervisory 

and routine occupations). Higher levels of lower socio-economic 

jobs (lower supervisory and roations)

Lower educational attainment and 18-19 year olds entering 

higher education. Lower educational attainment and 18-19 

year olds entering higher education

Higher levels of free school meal eligibility. Higher levels of free 

school meal eligibility

Higher levels of residents with no access to a car or van.

Higher levels of residents with no access to a car or van

Relatively isolated compared to other Torfaen settlements.

Relatively isolated compared to other Torfaen settlementd 

Dependent on adjacent settlements for range and supply of 

many goods and services. tructure is at capacity and would 

Geographical location and transport networks are often seen as 

Peat bogs are being degraded. Peat bogs are being degraded

Number of active graziers declining. Number of active graziers 

declining

Upland fires and illegal off-road activity. Upland fires and illegal off-

road activity

Parts of Blaenavon in high risk flood zone.

Lower levels of Welsh speakers.
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POPULATION

At a glance - this page tells us about the number of people living in Blaenavon, the density and the age profile.

Figure 6: Population estimates by age cohort, Males v Females, Blaenavon. [6]

It has the largest proportion of 0 to 10 year old

children (13.9%) compared to Pontypool (13.1%)

or Cwmbran (12.7%). It also has the highest

proportion of 20 to 25 year olds and 26 to 39

year olds, with 8.6% and 17.1% respectively.

Blaenavon has a population density of 3.4 persons per hectare, which is less dense than 

Torfaen (7.25) but more dense than Wales (1.48).  

Blaenavon 1 and Blaenavon 3 are the most sparsely populated (similar to Wales average).

Blaenavon 2 and Blaenavon 4 are much more densely  populated, with Blaenavon 4 having 

over 63 persons per hectare.

The settlement of Blaenavon has an estimated total population of 6057. 

Torfaen has 39,052 households; 2592 (6.9%) of which are in

Blaenavon. [18]

The overall estimated population of Blaenavon has increased

approximately 300 residents from 5,760 in 2001 to 6,060 in 2014 

(+3.6%), compared to Wales (+6.2%). The largest net in-flow of 

residents has been in Blaenavon 1 (+143), whereas the only net out-

flow has been in Blaenavon 4 (-67).

Figure 5: Percentage change of total population from 2001 - 2014,
Blaenavon v Wales. [4] [5]

Figure 7: Park Street, Blaenavon.
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SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about factors that contribute to healthy lifestyles in Blaenavon.

Figure 8 : Health asset indicator percentages for Blaenavon (Torfaen 001) and 
Wales. [12]

Asset-based approaches (ABA) relate more to societal culture than to 

systems and processes. Improving population health requires making 

changes in the physical, social and economic circumstances of 

people’s lives, not merely altering individual behaviours. Similarly ABA 

focus on the resources that people and communities employ to remain 

well and to bounce back from adversity. 

The framework for reporting community health assets developed by Public Health Wales 

covers 3 broad areas of 13 classes: 

People: Overall Life Satisfaction; Health and Well-being Status; Education; Material and 

Financial Well-being. 

Community: Family Cohesion and Relationships; Social Networks; Effective Services; 

Neighbourhood Satisfaction. 

Structure: Buoyant Economy; Open Environment; Built Environment; Transport and 

Accessibility; Corporate Health. [10]

The health asset indicators in Blaenavon community are almost all lower than the Welsh 

average, and particularly so for the education indicators.  Adequate living space, two 

parent households and satisfaction with the GP are relatively stronger assets. Compared 

to more deprived communities in Pontypool and Cwmbran settlements their health is 

better and day-to-day activities are less limited. Education and qualification levels in 

Blaenavon, whilst lower than Welsh Averages, are also more prevalent than the most 

deprived areas of Pontypool and Cwmbran settlements. [10]

Blaenavon benefits from a new multi-agency Resource Centre, which includes a 

pharmacy, GP Surgery and hosts both social care and health colleagues, helping to 

promote greater collaboration and joint working across sectors, to deliver more holistic 

services for the local community. [11]
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SOCIAL - HEALTH  PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about birth rates, birth weights and immunisation rates.

Low birthweight babies (2011-15)

Blaenavon has a rate of low weight singleton births per 1,000 population of 65.4,

being similar to Torfaen (65.7), but lower than Wales (68.2) based on a 5 year rolling

average. This is defined as live single births whose weight is under 2500 grams (2.5

kg).

Figure 10: Uptake of child immunisations in Blaenavon (2013/14), 
Blaenavon v Wales. [14]

Immunisation rates (2013/14)

The uptake rate for children’s immunisations in Blaenavon is higher 

than Wales for all immunisation types.

Live births (2012-14)

The live birth rate (per 1,000 population) for Blaenavon residents

(12.4) is higher than Wales (11.1) and has been since 2010-12.

Figure 9: Live birth rate (3 yr rolling average), Blaenavon v Wales. [13]
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SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 3

At a glance - this page tells us about the health of people living in Blaenavon, life limiting illnesses and death rate.

Figure 11: All cause death rate (3 year rolling average), Blaenavon v Wales. [15]

Figure 12: General health / Unpaid care, Blaenavon v Wales. [16]

Figure 12 shows a higher proportion of residents in Blaenavon are limited a lot in daily 

activities (13.6%) compared to Wales (11.9%). This is reinforced by higher self-

reporting of bad or very bad health being 8.9% compared to Wales’ 7.6%. Blaenavon is 

broadly similar to the Wales average in terms of proportions of residents that provide 

unpaid care (11.9% and 12.1% respectively).

Limiting long-term illnesses (2014)

A high proportion of residents have a limiting long-term illness – a rate of 

24946 per 100,000 population.  This is a little higher than Torfaen (24580), 

considerably higher than Wales (22715). Within Blaenavon, Blaenavon 2 

(Community First area) is the highest (28281) and Blaenavon 4 is the 

lowest (21309).

All cause death rate (2012-14)

Figure 11 shows the all cause death rate in Blaenavon (1143 per 100,000 population) is 

higher than Torfaen (1079) and Wales (1037).  Blaenavon 2 (Communities First area) is 

the highest in the MSOA with a rate of 1629, being one of the top 5 in Torfaen.  

However, the other LSOAs of Blaenavon 1, 2 and 4 have lower rates of 979, 976 and 993 

respectively.
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SOCIAL - COMMUNITY SAFETY

At a glance - this page tells us about community safety in Blaenavon.

Community safety (2014)

WIMD (2014) Blaenavon 3 LSOA is ranked 176 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales, which puts 

it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales for community safety.

Violent crime (2014)

Police recorded violent crime in Blaenavon is 1.37 per 100, which is a 

fraction lower than Torfaen (1.39), but higher than Wales (1.28).  

However, Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.99, but Blaenavon 1 and 4 are 

lower at 1.02 and 1.00 respectively.

Theft (2014)

Police recorded theft in Blaenavon is 0.67 per 100, which is lower than Torfaen (0.73), but 

higher than Wales 0.64).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.11, whereas 

Blaenavon 4 is lower at 0.59.

Criminal damage (2014)

Police recorded criminal damage in Blaenavon is 1.29 per 100, higher than Torfaen (1.20) 

and Wales (1.03).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.78, whereas Blaenavon 1 

is lower at 0.87.

Anti-social behaviour (2014)

The anti-social behaviour rate in Blaenavon is 5.68 per 100, higher than Torfaen (4.83) and 

Wales (3.25).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is the main area of incidents with a rate of 9.19.

Burglary (2014)

The police recorded burglary rate in Blaenavon is 1.37 per 100, which is lower than Torfaen 

(2.06) and Wales (1.43).  However, Blaenavon 3 LSOA has a higher rate of 2.29, whereas 

Blaenavon 1 is lower at 0.73.

Figure 13: Community safety, Blaenavon v Wales. [2]
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SOCIAL - HOUSEHOLD INCOME

At a glance - this page tells us about households in poverty, benefit claimants and household income.

Figure 14: Benefit claimants, Blaenavon v Wales. [17]

Household Income (2015)

Blaenavon has a higher percentage (53.0%) of households in lower income bands (£0 -

£20,000) compared to other parts of Torfaen, but fewer households  (12.6%)in the 

higher income bands (£35,000 – 50,000). 

Income deprivation (2015)

A high proportion of the population in Blaenavon are classed as Income Deprived 

(21%), which is higher than Torfaen (18%) and Wales (16%).  

Blaenavon 2 LSOA is the highest in Blaenavon with 28% of its residents in that 

category, with the main concentrations of income deprivation being with residents 

aged 19 to 24 (34%) and 45 to 54 (29%).

Benefit claimants (2011)

Over a fifth of Blaenavon residents are claiming some form of welfare benefit (21.2%), 

which is higher than Torfaen (17.1%) and Wales (15.2%).  All Blaenavon LSOAs are 

higher that Wales; Blaenavon 2 (CF) LSOA is the highest with over a quarter of residents 

claiming (27.0%); this is also one of the top 5 LSOAs in Torfaen.

Figure 15: Percentage of households by income band, Blaenavon v Wales. [18]

Households in poverty (2015)

45.1% of households are classed as ‘in poverty’, much higher than 

Torfaen 36.8% and Wales 34.5%.  ‘In poverty’ households are defined 

as those whose household income is less than 60% of GB median income.
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION

The table and diagram give an overview of the degree of relative deprivation across

settlement such as Blaenavon, there is variation in deprivation. Blaenavon 2 is one of 

the most disadvantaged communities in Wales, whilst Blaenavon 4 is one of the least 

disadvantaged communities in Wales.

Overall deprivation (2014) – Blaenavon 2 is the most deprived LSOA in Blaenavon

ranked 196 out of 1909, whereas Blaenavon 4 is the least deprived (ranked 1336).

Employment (2014) – Blaenavon 2 is ranked 177, being in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Health (2014) - Blaenavon 2 is ranked 78, which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Access to services (2014) - The relatively high ranks in the this domain for Blaenavon LSOAs would

infer that residents can access services easily and quickly; the lowest ranked LSOA is Blaenavon 1 (560).

However, this does not take into account the relative isolated topography and location of Blaenavon

compared to more central settlements in Torfaen of Pontypool and Cwmbran. As WIMD is an all Wales

relative deprivation measure, access to services for residents of Blaenavon is relatively good compared

to residents living in other far more isolated rural parts of Wales. 

Community safety (2104) - Blaenavon 3 is ranked 17, being in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Housing (2014) – The relatively high ranks in the housing domain for Blaenavon LSOAs would infer

there are low housing related deprivation issues. As there are only two indicators in this domain

(overcrowding and whether a house has central heating or not) this shouldn't be taken at face value.

The data does not take into account a family’s ability to pay for heating their home, nor does it include any statistics concerning housing standards e.g. SAP ratings. The ‘light touch’ on 

indicators used for this domain is reflected in the low weighting of this domain as 5% of the overall WIMD index. Data shows there are adequate housing units for the needs of current or 

future Blaenavon residents, but in practice this is not so, as there is an excessive demand for one bedroom units and under demand for the available two and three bedroom units.

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Blaenavon.

Figure 16: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks,

Blaenavon 1 - 4. [19]

Table 2: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Torfaen 001. [19]
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SOCIAL - HOUSING PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about council tax bands and tenure.

Figure 17: Properties by Council tax band, Blaenavon v Wales. [20]

Figure 18: Households by tenure, Blaenavon v Wales. [21]

Council tax band (2011)

Over half of the housing in Blaenavon (51.2%) is rated as council tax 

band A, the lowest valued housing category.  This is in stark contrast to 

the Torfaen average of 14.7% and Wales 14.8%.  This is highest in 

Blaenavon 3 LSOA where over two thirds of housing is in this category 

(69.7%). 

Tenure (2011)

A third of housing in Blaenavon are owned outright (34.4%), equivalent to Wales,

however, there are a lower proportion of housing with mortgages (27.9%) compared to

Wales (32.0%). A quarter of housing are rented from the Local Authority or RSL

(26.4%), considerably higher than Wales (16.1%). This is 44.2% in Blaenavon 2.
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SOCIAL - HOUSING PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about household composition and occupancy.

Figure 20: Household composition, Blaenavon v Wales. [23]

Household composition (2011)

Figure 20 shows that the highest proportion of households are one person households, 

with those aged under 65 and over (15.6%), significantly higher than Wales (13.7%), and 

those aged under 65 (17.8%) vs Wales (17.1%); Blaenavon 2 has the highest one person 

under age 65 households (20.1%).

Figure 19: Occupancy rating (bedroom) -1 or lower, Blaenavon v 

Wales. [22]

Occupancy (2011)

Figure 19 above shows the proportion of households in each tenure type that is 

overcrowded i.e. have fewer bedrooms than is required for the occupants.  There is a 

slightly higher proportion of all households in Blaenavon that are overcrowded (3.2%) 

than Wales (2.9%).   There are nearly double the rate of overcrowded owned or shared 

ownership households (2.7% vs 1.7%). However, there are fewer social rented households 

that are overcrowded (4.3%) compared to Wales (5.9%).
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SOCIAL - ACCESS TO SERVICES

Access to services – WIMD (2014)

Blaenavon 4 LSOA is ranked 1611 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales, which 

puts it in the 50% least deprived areas in Wales for access to services.

Public travel time to a food shop (2014)

Residents of Blaenavon can travel to a food shop via public transport in 

7 minutes on average, which is less time than Torfaen (9 mins) and 

Wales (19 mins).  Blaenavon 1 LSOA is the most time being 10 mins, which is still much 

quicker than Wales, however, residents in Blaenavon 4 can travel to a food shop in only 3 

minutes.

Public travel time to a primary school (2014)

On average, a person living in Blaenavon can travel to a primary school via public 

transport in 10 minutes, which is less time than Torfaen (11 mins) and Wales (16 mins).  

However, residents of Blaenavon 3 LSOA will take on average 17 minutes, which is one of 

the 5 longest times in Torfaen.

Public travel time to a post office (2014)

Residents of Blaenavon will take on average 13 minutes to reach a post office by public 

transport, which is also the average for Torfaen, and less time than Wales (20 mins).  

Blaenavon 1 LSOA is longest time being 19 minutes, whereas Blaenavon 3 is the shortest 

being 10 minutes.

Public travel time to a public library (2014)

A Blaenavon resident will take on average 17 minutes to reach a public library by public 

transport, being much less than Torfaen (27 mins) and Wales (35 mins).  Blaenavon 1 

LSOA is the longest time being 24 minutes, whereas the shortest time is Blaenavon 2 (13 

mins).

Public travel time to pharmacy (2014)

A resident of Blaenavon would take on average 15 minutes to travel to a pharmacy by 

public transport, which is slightly longer than Torfaen (14 mins) but considerably shorter 

than Wales (27 mins).  Blaenavon 1 LSOA is the longest time being 19 minutes, and 

Blaenavon 4 is the shortest being 12 minutes.

Private travel time to petrol station (2014)

Residents of Blaenavon have, on average, only 3 minutes to drive to a petrol station, less 

than Torfaen and Wales (5 mins).  However, there is only one petrol station in Blaenavon, 

so if it were to close, the next closest petrol stations would be in Pontypool (6 miles 

away), Abergavenny (6 miles) or Ebbw Vale (9 miles).

As part of the Blaenavon Housing Needs Survey (2012) respondents were asked about the 

improvements they would like to see in Blaenavon. The top 5 responses were:

 Play areas

 Shops

 Road Improvements

 Improved Road structures

 Parking

At a glance - this page tells us about access to services in Blaenavon.

Figure 21: Location of local services in Blaenavon.
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SOCIAL - COMMUNITY ASSETS

At a glance - this page provides us with a summary of the key physical assets in Blaenavon.

The table shows Blaenavon's physical assets, it includes green infrastructure, 

recreational facilities and services such as medical centres, post offices, libraries and 

local shops. 

Whilst the mapping undertaken doesn’t cover everything and may not have picked up 

all the assets it does give us a useful starting point to consider how they contribute to 

the well-being of our communities. 

You can see that there are no banks or building societies in Blaenavon, so residents have to travel to 

Abergavenny, Pontypool or elsewhere to access these services.

Table 3: Key physical assets in Blaenavon.

Theme

2 x Chemist Local Services

1 x Community Centre Local Services

1 x Medical Practice Local Services

1 x Library Local Services

1 x Optician Local Services

1 x Petrol Station Local Services

1 x Post Office Local Services

1 x Private Day Nursery Local Services

1 x School (Primary) Local Services

1 x Dentist Local Services

1 x Supermarket (small) Local Services

4 x Allotments Vegetation

27 x SINCs Greenspace

1 x SSSI Greenspace

2 x Local Nature Reserves Greenspace

46 x Listed Buildings Heritage

5 x Children's Play Areas Recreation

1 x Cycle Route Cycle Routes

1 x Bowls Recreation Pitches

3 x Football Recreation Pitches

1 x Multi Use Games Area Recreation Pitches

2 x Rugby Recreation Pitches

1 x Tennis Recreation Pitches

Type of Asset
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Gilchrist Thomas Industrial Estate is the main area of employment in the 

town and is located on a plateau on the north side of the town and is 

approximately 30 hectares. Units on the estate range in age and size -

orginal units from the 1960 and more modern buildings including 

heritage court [4]. The majority of businesses on the estate are 

manufacturing based. There are also a number of businesses linked to 

the food sector. 

Kays and Kears Industrial Estate is adjacent to Gilchrist Thomas with an elevated position. 

This 6.0 hectares strategic employment allocation, which has recently been sold provides a 

large strategic site in the Heads of the Valleys corridor. The A465 dualling makes the area 

more accessible and the site provides the potential for new employment opportunities in 

Blaenavon. A major consideration for this site is its location within the World Heritage Site; 

as such the design, siting and setting of new development will need to be carefully 

considered, in line with the Blaenavon Design Supplimentary Planning Guidance (SPG).

Figure 22: Gilchrist Thomas industrial estate.

Energy infrastructure

The capacity of the existing electricity supply grid is a significant constraint to further 

development in the area. The Distribution Network Operator [DNO], Western Power 

Distribution [WPD] has indicated that any further capacity increase would require a 

significant infrastructure study and an analysis of the impacts upon the high voltage 

network upstream. Any further increase in capacity is also likely to require significant 

investment [4]. There is currently an adequate supply of gas to the town and there are no 

significant off-gas areas.

ECONOMY - GENERAL

At a glance - this page tells us about employment areas and energy infrastructure in Blaeanavon.

Ground source heat

Monitoring carried out in the area by Cardiff University, Geoenvironmental Research 

Centre through the Seren Project has identified the potential for generating energy from 

mine water in Blaenavon. Temperature and flow data collected over a 12 month period has 

been collected from a site in Blaenavon and identifies a potential 350 – 440 kW of heat 

power. Ground source heating is a low carbon source of energy that can be used for 

district heating for local homes or businesses. [24] 

Hydro power 

Studies have also shown the potential for generating 

energy using hydro power in Blaenavon. 

The installed ‘Dragon’s Teeth’ 25kW 

micro-hydro project provides a long-term 

revenue stream - money which has been 

ring-fenced for World Heritage Site related 

work. [25]

Figure 23: Dragan's Teeth, Blaeanvon.

Figure 24: Micro-Hydro, Blaeanvon.
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ECONOMY - ECONOMIC ACTIVTY

At a glance - this page tells us about the economic activity of residents in Blaenavon.

Figure 25: Economic activity of Blaenavon residents, Blaenavon 

v Wales. [26]

Economic activity (2011)

The chart below show there is a higher proportion of residents in full-time 

employment (37.6%) than Wales (35.6%).  There is also a higher 

proportion who are looking after a home or family (5.7%) compared to 

Wales (3.9%).

There is 50% higher proportion of unemployed residents aged 16-24 in 

Blaenavon (2.1%) compared to Wales (1.4%).  Long term unemployed is of a similar higher 

rate (2.6%) compared to Wales 1.7%).

There is a considerably lower proportion of residents who are working part-time aged 

75 and over (10.9%) compared to Wales (21.5%).

Figure 26: Economic activity of Blaenavon residents aged 75 and 
over, Blaenavon v Wales. [27]
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ECONOMY - TYPES OF EMPLOYMENT

At a glance - this page tells us about the industries residents are employed in and their types of employment.

Figure 27: Resident industry of employment, Blaenavon v 

Wales. [28]

Resident industry of employment (2011)

Figure 27 show that 18.6% of 16-74 year old residents of Blaenavon in 

employment work in manufacturing which is nearly twice that of Wales 

(10.5%).  These employment sites are not confined to Blaenavon.

Socio-economic classification (2011)

Figure 28 shows there are higher proportions of residents in Blaenavon with a lower 

socio-economic status i.e. lower supervisory, semi-routine and routine occupations 

(48.4%) compared to Wales (36.9%). 

Figure 28: Socio-economic classification of Blaenavon residents, 

Blaenavon v Wales. [29]
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ECONOMY - INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT

At a glance - this page tells us about the employment industies based in Blaenavon and the maximum qualifications their workforce have.

Figure 29: Workplace employment by industry, Blaenavon v Wales. [30]

Figure 30: Highest qualification by industry - workplace, Blaenavon 

v Wales. [31]

Industry of employment (2011)

The largest industry of employment in Blaenavon is manufacturing with 
nearly 4 times the proportion of its workforce 38.2% compared to Wales at 

10.9%. However, only 18.6% of residents are employed in manufacturing. 
There are approx. 660 people working in manufacturing in Blaenavon, but 

only 460 residents working in that industry.

Highest qualification by industry (2011)

15.4% of people who work in Blaenavon have no qualifications, being higher than the Wales 

average of 12.2%. Conversely, a lower proportion of workers have level 4 or above (24.3%) 

compared to Wales (31.7%). Interestingly, there are is a lower proportion of employees with 

no qualifications in Blaenavon (13.6%) working in this industry, compared to Wales (16.1%) 

and approximately the same proportion of workers with level 4 or above (22.2% and 22.5% 

respectively).
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ECONOMY - QUALIFICATIONS

At a glance - this page tells us about the qualifications and skills of people living in Blaenavon.

Figure 32: Highest level of qualification, Blaenavon v Wales. [32]

Repeat school absenteeism (2015)

Repeat absenteeism of school pupils in Blaenavon is 9.7%, being higher 

than Torfaen (7.7%) and Wales (8.2%).  Blaenavon 1 LSOA has the 

highest level in Blaenavon with 12.0%.  The lowest is Blaenavon 4 with 

6.9%.

Pupils not entering higher education aged 18-19 (2014)

77% of pupils in Blaenavon do not enter higher education aged 18 to

19, which is higher than Torfaen (74%) and Wales (69%).  Blaenavon 2 (CF) LSOA is the 

highest with 84%.

No qualifications (2014)

24.3% of Blaenavon residents aged 25 to 64 have no qualifications, 

which is higher than Torfaen (21.7%) and Wales (19.4%).  Blaenavon 2 

(CF) LSOA is the highest with 30.6%, whereas Blaenavon 4 is the 

lowest with 16.0%.

Highest level of qualification Level 4 or above (2011)

Only 16.9% of Blaenavon residents have their highest qualification at level 4 or above, 

which is lower than Torfaen (20.3%) and Wales (24.5%).  All Blaenavon LSOAs are below 

the Wales average, with the lowest in Blaenavon 2 (CF) LSOA (13.8%).

Figure 31: Educational achievement, absenteeism and not entering 

Higher Education, Blaenavon v Wales. [2]
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ECONOMY - TRANSPORT PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about where and how people living in Blaenavon travel to work and the transport links to the town.

A4043 Cwmavon Road (south to Abersychan and Pontypool)

Primarily an inter-urban rural distributor meandering along the valley 

through villages such as Cwmavon, Cwmavon Road is of a generally 

good standard, and subject to a mix of 60mph (rural) and 40mph

(village) restrictions. This is the main transport route for goods, 

services and people between Blaenavon, through Pontypool and 

Cwmbran to the M4 corridor and beyond. It is the route used by most 

visitors to the town’s World Heritage attractions, such as the 

Blaenavon Ironworks and the National Mining 

Museum, known locally as Big Pit which attracts

140,000 visitors per typical year. A key employer 

is Doncasters with typically approximately 350 staff, 

undertaking aerospace metal alloy forging and 

machining. Both it and the businesses on Gilchrist 

Thomas Industrial Estate are reliant upon highway 

logistics.

Traffic conditions at peak times are generally free-moving along 

the majority of the route, however, any journey time variations or localised 

congestion- often seen as a barrier to growth, inward investment and prosperity 

in the north of the County Borough - are likely to be localised in northern and central 

Pontypool. Typically the road carries approximately 5,200 vehicles per average day.

B4248 Blaenavon – Brynmawr

Primarily an inter-urban rural road of typically 40mph 

or 60mph. It is at altitude, relatively exposed to 

the elements with soft verges and serving a series 

of upland farms. It is the main access for the 

Pontypool & Blaenavon historical Railway, and the 

village of Garn-Yr-Erw is noted for its scenic Garn 

Lakes. It is of an older design & construction 

standard and forms the primary link, especially for 

goods, people and services accessing the A465 

Heads of the Valleys Corridor beyond the county boundary 

with Blaenau Gwent at the village of Llanelly Hill, and on to Swansea, Merthyr Tydfil, west 

and mid Wales. 

Traffic conditions are generally free flowing due to lower traffic volumes, in the order of 

2,600 vehicles per average day. It is used by a local bus service linking Blaenavon to 

Brynmawr of a 1 hour frequency.

B4246 Varteg Road to Varteg & Garndiffaith

Leaving Blaenavon, Varteg Road is another elevated, exposed inter-urban road of older 

design and construction standard, subject to a

derestricted 60mph restriction and carrying 

approximately 1,800 vehicles per average day. 

It serves several upland farms and is used by a

main bus operator, Stagecoach for its ‘flagship’ 

X24 Gold service running through Varteg and 

Pontypool to Newport at 10-15 minute intervals 

through the day. 

B4246 Blaenavon-Abergavenny

Another inter-urban older standard road, initially at altitude and exposed to the elements 

at its summit where it crosses into Monmouthshire. However, it is noted for its gradient 

which falls over 500m in several kilometres to the villages of Govilon and Llanfoist.

Since the late 1980’s it has been subject to 

Prohibition of Heavy Goods vehicles restriction 

due to previous instances of brake failures, or 

runaway vehicles leaving the carriageway during 

the descent.

In recent years, this gradient has also attracted 

cyclists in numbers, as promoted by Monmouthshire 

County Council, and has also formed part of the Velothon Wales route 

in successive years. It is a popular ‘scenic drive’ with the Keepers Pond at its summit. 

It is generally of good condition, subject to a 60mph restriction and is somewhat 

meandering, especially in its lower levels. It currently carries approximately 1,200 vehicles 

per average day and is the primary route for town residents etc to access Neville Hall 

Hospital, and Abergavenny and its Market. Traffic conditions are variable, unsurprising 

given its conditions.

Figure 33: A4043.

Figure 34: B4248. 

Figure 35: B4246. 

Figure 36: B4246. 
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ECONOMY - TRANSPORT PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about where and how people living in Blaenavon travel to work .

Workplace destination of residents (2011)

499 (23.2%) people living in Blaenavon also work in Blaenavon, 370 (17.2%) work in 

Pontypool, 382 (17.8%) in Cwmbran, 172 (8.0%) in Newport, 48 (2.2%) in Cardiff and 

680 (31.6%) elsewhere. 223 people from Pontypool travel to Blaenavon to work and 80 

from Cwmbran.

Figure 37: Workplace destination of Torfaen residents. [33]

Method of travel to work – driving a car or van (2011)

41.8% of the working population of Blaenavon drive a car or van as 

transport to get to their workplace.  This is lower than Torfaen 

(44.2%) but higher Wales (40.9%).  Blaenavon 4 LSOA is the highest 

(48.7%), compared to the lowest of Blaenavon 2 (CF) (36.0%).

Method of travel to work – no access to a car or van (2011)

A higher proportion of Blaenavon residents in employment have no access to a car or 

van as transport to their workplace (18.2%), than Torfaen (16.9%) and Wales (16.7%).  

Blaenavon 2 (CF) LSOA is considerably higher (25.3%), whereas the lowest is Blaenavon 

4 (13.8%).

Figure 38: Method to travel to work. [33]

Public transport

North Torfaen has a regular bus service and Pontypool acts as the public transport hub 

for the North, with many bus users travelling to Cwmbran or Pontypool for better retail 

facilities. However current prices make public transport an expensive option for those 

dependent upon it, with the nearest rail network located in Abergavenny. [11] 
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ENVIRONMENT - OPEN GREEN SPACE

At a glance - this page tells us about the environment in Blaenavon and its distinct landscape.

Blaenavon’s natural environment is strongly influenced by its industrial heritage. A locally distinctive landscape of coal tips and ponds are now a significant ecological 

resource supporting a range of notable species. This value is reflected by several nature conservation designations from The Blorenge Site of Special Scientific 

Interest to Garn Lakes Local Nature Reserve. 

Figure 40 shows the extent of Blaenavon's public rights of way and open access land.

Figure 39: The Blorenge.

Figure 40: Recreation, access and tourism  in 

Blaenavon. [34]
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ENVIRONMENT - ECOSYSTEM SERVICES PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about the environment in Blaenavon and its ecosystem services.

Figure 41: Soil carbon storage. [35]

Waun Afon bog to the north of the town is the source of the Afon Lwyd 

that eventually winds its way through the length of Torfaen to its confluence 

with the River Usk Special  Area of Conservation. The bog itself provides a 

range of ecosystem services, being particulary important for absorbing water 

and storing carbon. Although a significant area of peatland of Waun Afon is not 

recorded on the peat map. It has however been surveyed by NRWs Peatland 

Survey programme and is recognised in the Special Landscape Area 

designation. NRW have also highlighted that the natural benefits of peat soils in Torfaen are not 

being realised and that appropriate management is required to restore/maintain this important 

habitat [34].

Areas of peat soil and their associated bog forming vegetation take hundreds of years to establish 

and are not possible to fully restore if damaged. There is some indication that the peat bogs in 

Blaenavon are being degraded which is of concern as this will also affect their ability to deliver 

services that contribute to the well-being of our communities. Figure 33 shows that the areas 

potentially contributing the most (dark brown) in terms of carbon storage are in the north of the 

borough.

On the hilltops, bracken, marshy grassland and heathland support iconic keystone species such 

as red grouse and lapwing. Historically much of the upland areas around Blaenavon were 

managed for red grouse and for sporting purposes. Today the heather moorland is managed not 

just for grouse but for recreation, fire control and for commoners. 

Page 24



ENVIRONMENT - ECOSYSTEM SERVICES PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about the environment in Blaenavon and its ecosystem services.

Common land is land owned by one person or organisation, but over 

which other people can exercise certain traditional and legislative 

rights, such as allowing their livestock to graze upon it. Traditionally 

sheep and cattle graze on the commons during the summer, allowing 

better quality enclosed land to be used for growing winter forage. [36]

The WHS contains extensive areas of common land consisting mainly 

heath, bracken and grassland. Numbers of active graziers have decreased and in the 

last 10 years stocking levels have also reduced. While over-grazing can still cause 

problems, reduced grazing in other areas has resulted in

biodiversity benefits. There is now concern 

however, that lack of grazing may cause areas to 

start to scrub over, leading eventually to woodland 

and loss of the characteristic open landscape [36]..

The number of active graziers is expected to 

continue to decline going into the next generation 

which could result in the loss of a traditional

management approach and its associated skills and 

impact on the distinctive natural landscape.

Geologically, this part of Blaenavon is at the eastern extreme of the south Wales 

Coalfield, where the coalfield terminates the carboniferous limestone margin starts. It is 

this abundance of natural resources that provided some of the raw materials for the 

development 6 of industrial activity in the area. 

Leaving Blaenavon the valley landscape is dominated 

by ancient woodland and recently felled commercial 

conifer plantations. Valley side woodland works 

effectively to moderate water run-off.

In addition to grazing and management issues 

associated with the peat bog other environmental i

ssues include upland fires and illegal off-road activity.

Figure 42: Mynydd Garnclochdy.

Working in partnership South Wales Fire and Rescue Service (SWFRS), Torfaen Council 

and Gwent Police developed the Blaenavon Region Wildfire plan as part of a community 

initiative to reduce wildfires in the area, as well as engage landowners, commoners and 

the wider community on the impact and economical cost of wildfires. Some 15 km of 

heather firebreaks were created within the Blorenge SSSI to limit the spread of future 

wildfires, assist access for fire crews and improve habitat diversity for red grouse and 

other species. 

Figure 43: Fire break.

Figure 44: Upland fire.
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ENVIRONMENT - FLOOD RISK & AIR EMISSIONS

At a glance - this page tells us about flood risk and air emissions. 

Figure 46: Physical environment indicators, Blaenavon v Wales. [2]

Air concentrations and air emissions (2014)

Blaenavon has lower than average scores overall for air concentration and air 

emissions.  The highest air emissions are in Blaenavon 4 (score of 55) which is 

above the Wales average.  

Flood risk (2014)

Flood risk (fluvial) is marginally higher than Wales (score of 44 vs 42), however, 

there is a wide disparity with the LSOAs of Blaenavon with Blaenavon 1  and 3 

having scores of 67 and 69 respectively, whereas Blaenavon 2 has no flood risk.

The flood zones shown in Figure 45 show the probability or likelihood of fluvial 
(river) flooding in Blaenavon. Flood Zone 3 areas are shaded blue and have a 

high probability of flooding (have a greater than 1% probability of flooding in any 
year]. Areas shaded turquoise are in Flood Zone 2 and have a medium 

probability of flooding (have a 1% – 0.1% annual probability of flooding in any 
year) [34]. 

The communities most at risk of flooding should a fluvial flooding event occur are 
also shown in Figure 45.

Figure 45: Risk from fluvial flooding in Blaenavon. [34]

Surface water flooding
Information about surface water flooding can be found in 

section 2.4.6 of the main assessment (Part 1). 
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CULTURE - PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about where people living in Blaenavon were born, their ethnicity and their religion.

Country of birth (2011)

88.6% of residents in Blaenavon were born in Wales, which is higher 

than Torfaen (85.1%) and Wales (72.7%).  This is consistently high 

across the four LSOAs.  The majority of the remainder of residents were 

born in UK outside Wales.  56 residents were born in other EU countries 

and 64 residents were born outside of the EU.

Religion (2011)

Just over half of Blaenavon residents (51.58%) have a Christian based religious faith, 

being lower than Torfaen (55.4%) and Wales (57.56%). Only 60 people have a non-

Christian faith. 40.26% of residents have no religious faith.

Table 4: Percentage of population - country by birth, Blaenavon v Wales. [7]

Figure 47: Religion - non-Christian, Blaenavon v Wales. [8]

Ethnicity (2011)

98.63% of residents are of a White ethnicity, with 97.46% being White

British. There are less than 100 people who are of non-White ethnicity, of

which there are approximately 30 people of Indian or Chinese ethnicity in

Blaenavon 3.

Figure 48: Ethnicity of non-White British residents, Blaenavon v Wales. [9]

Born in Wales

Born in UK outside 

Wales

Born in other EU 

countries

Born outside 

EU

Blaenavon 88.6 9.4 0.9 1.1

Wales 72.7 21.9 2.2 3.3
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CULTURE - PART 2

At a glance - This page tells us about culture and language in Blaenavon.

Cultural well-being encompasses areas such as customs, shared beliefs, 

behaviours and identity. Information which might be useful in assessing 

the cultural well-being of an area might include measures around 

heritage, language and traditions, and involvement in recreational, 

creative and cultural activities.

Welsh language (2011)

10% of residents in Blaenavon can speak Welsh equivalent to half of 

the Welsh average (19%). The highest is in Blaenavon 1 (12.1%) and 

the lowest is in Blaenavon 3 (8.5%). 7.4% of Blaenavon residents can 

speak, read and write Welsh, again about half of that for Wales 

(14.6%).

Figure 49: Welsh language skills, Blaenavon. [37]

Tourism

Blaenavon is an attractive place for people to visit as a World Heritage Site.  In 2015,  

488200 [36] tourists visited Blaenavon of which, 475000 [38] were day visitors. There are 

many established tourist attractions:

 Blaenavon Heritage Railway;

 Big Pit: National Coal Museum;

 Rhymney Brewery;

 Blaenavon Ironworks;

 Blaenavon World Heritage Centre;

 Blaenavon Community Heritage & Cordell Museum;

 Blaenavon Heritage Town;

 Garn Lakes;

 Keepers Pond;

 Workmen's Hall.

Figure 50: World Heritage Day.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

At a glance - this page provides us with a summary of what people living in Blaenavon think about well-being in their community.

The people of Blaenavon have told us what they want the 

future of their community to be. They want to live in 

communities that are prosperous with well supported 

local businesses, they want their area to be clean and 

tidy so that they can feel proud to live there and the 

want their children to grow up in a safe environment

with low crime rates. 

The Torfaen Well-Being Questionnaire was circulated late summer/early autumn of 2016 and 66 returns from Blaenavon residents were 

recieved. The survey sought views of residents on 4 questions to help us understand what people believe is good in their communities and 

what they want the future to look like. This section provides a summary of the top comments. the 4 questions were:

What’s good about your community?

What’s not so good about your community?

What one thing would you change about your community to make it a better place?

What do you want the future of your community to be?

Figure 51: Summary of what residents say is good or not good about Blaenavon.

MSOA 

What’s good 

about your 

community? 

What’s not so 

good about 

your 

community? 

What one 

thing would 

you change 

about your 

community 

to make it a 

better place? 

What do you 

want the 

future of your 

community to 

be? 

Blaenavon 
Community spirit 

(23) 
ASB (20) 

Leisure 

Facilities (13) 

Community 

Spirit (14) 

 
Neighbourliness 

(18) 

Social Activities 

(12) 

Public 

amenities (9) 

Better 

maintenance of 

public areas 

(8) 

 
Social Activities 

(10) 

Maintenance of 

public areas 

(11) 

Policing (7) Prosperous (8) 

 
Table 5: Top three responses per question from people living 
in Blaenavon.

25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Anti-Social Behaviour

Community safety

Cycle Routes/Pathways

Drug abuse

Employment

Heritage

Leisure Facilities

Local School

Neighbourliness

Parking

Public amenities

Quiet

Social Activities

Support for the elderly

Traffic Management

Youth Club

What residents say is good or not so good about Blaenavon

What's not so good What's good
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