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OVERVIEW - BLAENAVON

The World Heritage Site town of Blaenavon is the furthest north in 

the borough and has a n estimated population of 6057 .

Blaenavon consists of one Medium Super Output Area (MSOA), 

Torfaen 001, with four (Lower Super Output Areas) LSOAs within its 

boundary, Blaenavon 1 to Blaenavon 4.  

Established to exploit the non - renewable coal and iron resources in 

the area, as those industries declined over the last 100 years so did 

the prosperity of the town. 

The town is now famous for the Big Pit coal mining museum and

Europeôs best preserved 18th century ironworks.  The World Heritage 

Site attracts approximately 488200 visitors a year. [1]

The area is also well known for its natural environment that is 

strongly influenced by its industrial heritage . The distinctive 

landscape of coal tips and ponds are now a significant ecological 

resource supporting a range of notable species.

Figure 2: World Heritage Day. Figure 3: Keepers Pond. Figure 4: World Heritage Centre.

Figure 1: Blaenavon
MSOA and its LSOAs. [3]

Table 1: Blaenavon's 1 MSOA 
and 4 LSOAs. [2]
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WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT BLAENAVON

Three quarters of residents have good or very good health.

Housing is more affordable.

Two thirds of households are owned outright or with a 

mortgage. Two thirds of households are owned outright or with 

A World Heritage Site attracting nearly half a million visitors a 

year.

Higher levels of full - time employed residents .

Nearly a fifth of working residents are employed in 

manufacturing.

499 people living in Blaenavon also work in Blaenavon.

Landscape is a significant ecological resource supporting a 

range of notable species.

Blaenavon's peatland is recognised as a Special Landscape 

Area designation.

Heritage Site attracting nearly half a million visitors a year

Lower levels of air concentrations and emissions.

There is potential for energy generation from mine water and 

hydro.

The habitats in the north of the borough have an important 

role in managing the speed and movement of water down the 

valley and ultimately can reduce flood risk ï Waun Afon Bog 

At a glance - this page summarises what is good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well - being in Blaenavon.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.
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At a glance - this page summarises what is not so good about social, economic, environmental and cultural well - being in Blaenavo n.

More detailed information is contained in the rest of this document.

WHAT IS NOT SO GOOD ABOUT BLAENAVON

Lower life expectancy. Lower life expectancy

Higher proportion of low birth -weight babies. Higher 

proportion of low birth -weight babies

Higher proportion of residents with limiting long - term illness.

Higher proportion of residents with limiting long - term illness

All cause death rate significantly higher. All cause death rate 

significantly higher

Anti -social behaviour significantly higher. Anti -social 

behaviour significantly higher

Nearly half of households in poverty. ly half of households in 

poverty

A fifth of residents claiming some form of welfare benefit. A 

fifth of residents claiming some form of welfare benefit

Over half of households live on lower household income (0k -

20k). Over half of households live on lower household 

income (0k - 20k)

A fifth of residents are income deprived. A fifth of residents 

are income deprived

85% of households are in the lowest council tax bands A and 

B. 85% of households are in the lowest council tax bands A 

and B

Over a quarter of households are rented from social 

landlords. Ove

r a quartare rented from social landlords

A higher proportion of one person households. A higher 

proportion of one person households

A higher proportion of households are classed as óin povertyô, 

much higher than Torfaen and Wales 34.5%. 

Energy infrastructure is at capacity and would require 

significant investment for improvement. Energy infrastructure 

is at capacity and would require significant pr

Higher levels of unemployed residents aged 16 -24 or long - term 

unemployed. Higher levels of unemployed residents aged 16 -24 

or long - term unemployed

Higher levels of lower socio -economic jobs (lower supervisory 

and routine occupations). Higher levels of lower socio -economic 

jobs (lower supervisory and roations)

Lower educational attainment and 18 -19 year olds entering 

higher education. Lower educational attainment and 18 -19 

year olds entering higher education

Higher levels of free school meal eligibility. Higher levels of free 

school meal eligibility

Higher levels of residents with no access to a car or van.

Higher levels of residents with no access to a car or van

Relatively isolated compared to other Torfaen settlements.

Relatively isolated compared to other Torfaen settlementd 

Dependent on adjacent settlements for range and supply of 

many goods and services. tructure is at capacity and would 

Geographical location and transport networks are often seen as 

Peat bogs are being degraded. Peat bogs are being degraded

Number of active graziers declining. Number of active graziers 

declining

Upland fires and illegal off - road activity. Upland fires and illegal off -

road activity

Parts of Blaenavon in high risk flood zone.

Lower levels of Welsh speakers.
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POPULATION

At a glance - this page tells us about the number of people living in Blaenavon, the density and the age profile.

Figure 6: Population estimates by age cohort, Males v Females, Blaenavon. [6]

It has the largest proportion of 0 to 10 year old

children (13 .9% ) compared to Pontypool (13 .1% )

or Cwmbran (12 .7% ). It also has the highest

proportion of 20 to 25 year olds and 26 to 39

year olds, with 8.6% and 17 .1% respectively .

Blaenavon has a population density of 3.4 persons per hectare, which is less dense than 

Torfaen (7.25) but more dense than Wales (1.48).  

Blaenavon 1 and Blaenavon 3 are the most sparsely populated (similar to Wales average).

Blaenavon 2 and Blaenavon 4 are much more densely  populated, with Blaenavon 4 having 

over 63 persons per hectare.

The settlement of Blaenavon has an estimated total population of 6057 . 

Torfaen has 39,052 households; 2592 (6.9%) of which are in

Blaenavon . [18]

The overall estimated population of Blaenavon has increased

approximately 300 residents from 5,760 in 2001 to 6,060 in 2014 

(+3.6%), compared to Wales (+6.2%). The largest net in - flow of 

residents has been in Blaenavon 1 (+143), whereas the only net out -

flow has been in Blaenavon 4 ( -67).

Figure 5: Percentage change of total population from 2001 - 2014,
Blaenavon v Wales. [4] [5]

Figure 7: Park Street, Blaenavon.
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SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 1

At a glance - this page tells us about factors that contribute to healthy lifestyles in Blaenavon.

Figure 8 : Health asset indicator percentages for Blaenavon (Torfaen 001) and 
Wales. [12]

Asset -based approaches (ABA) relate more to societal culture than to 

systems and processes. Improving population health requires making 

changes in the physical, social and economic circumstances of 

peopleôs lives, not merely altering individual behaviours. Similarly ABA 

focus on the resources that people and communities employ to remain 

well and to bounce back from adversity. 

The framework for reporting community health assets developed by Public Health Wales 

covers 3 broad areas of 13 classes: 

People : Overall Life Satisfaction; Health and Well -being Status; Education; Material and 

Financial Well -being. 

Community : Family Cohesion and Relationships; Social Networks; Effective Services; 

Neighbourhood Satisfaction. 

Structure: Buoyant Economy; Open Environment; Built Environment; Transport and 

Accessibility; Corporate Health. [10]

The health asset indicators in Blaenavon community are almost all lower than the Welsh 

average, and particularly so for the education indicators.  Adequate living space, two 

parent households and satisfaction with the GP are relatively stronger assets. Compared 

to more deprived communities in Pontypool and Cwmbran settlements their health is 

better and day - to -day activities are less limited. Education and qualification levels in 

Blaenavon, whilst lower than Welsh Averages, are also more prevalent than the most 

deprived areas of Pontypool and Cwmbran settlements. [10]

Blaenavon benefits from a new multi -agency Resource Centre, which includes a 

pharmacy, GP Surgery and hosts both social care and health colleagues, helping to 

promote greater collaboration and joint working across sectors, to deliver more holistic 

services for the local community. [11]
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SOCIAL - HEALTH  PART 2

At a glance - this page tells us about birth rates, birth weights and immunisation rates.

Low birthweight babies ( 2011 - 15 )

Blaenavon has a rate of low weight singleton births per 1,000 population of 65 .4,

being similar to Torfaen (65 .7), but lower than Wales (68 .2) based on a 5 year rolling

average . This is defined as live single births whose weight is under 2500 grams (2.5

kg) .

Figure 10 : Uptake of child immunisations in Blaenavon (2013/14), 
Blaenavon v Wales. [14]

Immunisation rates (2013/14)

The uptake rate for childrenôs immunisations in Blaenavon is higher 

than Wales for all immunisation types.

Live births (2012 - 14)

The live birth rate (per 1,000 population) for Blaenavon residents

(12.4) is higher than Wales (11.1) and has been since 2010 -12.

Figure 9: Live birth rate (3 yr rolling average ) , Blaenavon v Wales. [13]
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SOCIAL - HEALTH PART 3

At a glance - this page tells us about the health of people living in Blaenavon, life limiting illnesses and death rate.

Figure 11 : All cause death rate (3 year rolling average), Blaenavon v Wales. [15]

Figure 12 : General health / Unpaid care, Blaenavon v Wales. [16]

Figure 12 shows a higher proportion of residents in Blaenavon are limited a lot in daily 

activities (13.6%) compared to Wales (11.9%). This is reinforced by higher self -

reporting of bad or very bad health being 8.9% compared to Walesô 7.6%.Blaenavon is 

broadly similar to the Wales average in terms of proportions of residents that provide 

unpaid care (11.9% and 12.1% respectively).

Limiting long - term illnesses (2014)

A high proportion of residents have a limiting long - term illness ïa rate of 

24946 per 100,000 population.  This is a little higher than Torfaen (24580), 

considerably higher than Wales (22715). Within Blaenavon, Blaenavon 2 

(Community First area) is the highest (28281) and Blaenavon 4 is the 

lowest (21309).

All cause death rate (2012 - 14)

Figure 11 shows the all cause death rate in Blaenavon (1143 per 100,000 population) is 

higher than Torfaen (1079) and Wales (1037).  Blaenavon 2 (Communities First area) is 

the highest in the MSOA with a rate of 1629, being one of the top 5 in Torfaen.  

However, the other LSOAs of Blaenavon 1, 2 and 4 have lower rates of 979, 976 and 993 

respectively.
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SOCIAL - COMMUNITY SAFETY

At a glance - this page tells us about community safety in Blaenavon.

Community safety (2014)

WIMD (2014) Blaenavon 3 LSOA is ranked 176 out of 1909 LSOAs in Wales, which puts 

it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales for community safety.

Violent crime (2014)

Police recorded violent crime in Blaenavon is 1.37 per 100, which is a 

fraction lower than Torfaen (1.39), but higher than Wales (1.28).  

However, Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.99, but Blaenavon 1 and 4 are 

lower at 1.02 and 1.00 respectively.

Theft (2014)

Police recorded theft in Blaenavon is 0.67 per 100, which is lower than Torfaen (0.73), but 

higher than Wales 0.64).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.11, whereas 

Blaenavon 4 is lower at 0.59.

Criminal damage (2014)

Police recorded criminal damage in Blaenavon is 1.29 per 100, higher than Torfaen (1.20) 

and Wales (1.03).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is considerably higher at 1.78, whereas Blaenavon 1 

is lower at 0.87.

Anti - social behaviour (2014)

The anti -social behaviour rate in Blaenavon is 5.68 per 100, higher than Torfaen (4.83) and 

Wales (3.25).  Blaenavon 3 LSOA is the main area of incidents with a rate of 9.19.

Burglary (2014)

The police recorded burglary rate in Blaenavon is 1.37 per 100, which is lower than Torfaen 

(2.06) and Wales (1.43).  However, Blaenavon 3 LSOA has a higher rate of 2.29, whereas 

Blaenavon 1 is lower at 0.73.

Figure 13 : Community safety, Blaenavon v Wales. [2]
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SOCIAL - HOUSEHOLD INCOME

At a glance - this page tells us about households in poverty, benefit claimants and household income.

Figure 14 : Benefit claimants, Blaenavon v Wales. [17]

Household Income (2015)

Blaenavon has a higher percentage (53.0%) of households in lower income bands (£0 -

£20,000) compared to other parts of Torfaen, but fewer households  (12.6%)in the 

higher income bands (£35,000 ï50,000). 

Income deprivation (2015)

A high proportion of the population in Blaenavon are classed as Income Deprived 

(21%), which is higher than Torfaen (18%) and Wales (16%).  

Blaenavon 2 LSOA is the highest in Blaenavon with 28% of its residents in that 

category, with the main concentrations of income deprivation being with residents 

aged 19 to 24 (34%) and 45 to 54 (29%).

Benefit claimants (2011)

Over a fifth of Blaenavon residents are claiming some form of welfare benefit (21.2%), 

which is higher than Torfaen (17.1%) and Wales (15.2%).  All Blaenavon LSOAs are 

higher that Wales; Blaenavon 2 (CF) LSOA is the highest with over a quarter of residents 

claiming (27.0%); this is also one of the top 5 LSOAs in Torfaen.

Figure 15 : Percentage of households by income band, Blaenavon v Wales. [18]

Households in poverty (2015)

45.1% of households are classed as óin povertyô, much higher than 

Torfaen 36.8% and Wales 34.5%.  óIn povertyô households are defined 

as those whose household income is less than 60% of GB median income.
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SOCIAL - DEPRIVATION

The table and diagram give an overview of the degree of relative deprivation across

settlement such as Blaenavon, there is variation in deprivation. Blaenavon 2 is one of 

the most disadvantaged communities in Wales, whilst Blaenavon 4 is one of the least 

disadvantaged communities in Wales.

Overall deprivation (2014) ïBlaenavon 2 is the most deprived LSOA in Blaenavon

ranked 196 out of 1909, whereas Blaenavon 4 is the least deprived (ranked 1336).

Employment (2014) ïBlaenavon 2 is ranked 177, being in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Health (2014) - Blaenavon 2 is ranked 78, which puts it in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Access to services (2014) - The relatively high ranks in the this domain for Blaenavon LSOAs would

infer that residents can access services easily and quickly; the lowest ranked LSOA is Blaenavon 1 (560).

However, this does not take into account the relative isolated topography and location of Blaenavon

compared to more central settlements in Torfaen of Pontypool and Cwmbran. As WIMD is an all Wales

relative deprivation measure, access to services for residents of Blaenavon is relatively good compared

to residents living in other far more isolated rural parts of Wales. 

Community safety (2104) - Blaenavon 3 is ranked 17, being in the 10% most deprived areas in Wales.

Housing (2014) ïThe relatively high ranks in the housing domain for Blaenavon LSOAs would infer

there are low housing related deprivation issues. As there are only two indicators in this domain

(overcrowding and whether a house has central heating or not) this shouldn't be taken at face value.

The data does not take into account a familyôs ability to pay for heating their home, nor does it include any statistics concern ing housing standards e.g. SAP ratings. The ólight touchô on 

indicators used for this domain is reflected in the low weighting of this domain as 5% of the overall WIMD index. Data shows there are adequate housing units for the needs of current or 

future Blaenavon residents, but in practice this is not so, as there is an excessive demand for one bedroom units and under d ema nd for the available two and three bedroom units.

At a glance - this page tells us about the levels of deprivation in Blaenavon.

Figure 16 : Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks,

Blaenavon 1 - 4. [19]

Table 2: Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) ranks, Torfaen 001. [19]
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